TROPHY SPORTS APPARATUS HOLDER 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS. 
Not Applicable. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 

DEVELOPMENT. 

Not Applicable. 

Reference to a "Microfiche appendix." 
Not Applicable 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates to holders for various sports apparatus trophies, 
especially bat holders. 

DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART INCLUDING INFORMATION 
DISCLOSED UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 AND 37 CFR 1.98. 

[0002] This invention is a sporting trophy holder, for trophy sporting items such 

as baseball bats, tennis racquets, sporting arms, fishing poles, etc., which supports and 

displays the trophy item on a wall in a vertical or horizontal position supported by the 

item handle. The holder has at the top a clip which retains a card with descriptive 

material concerning the trophy item. The trophy item holder supports the trophy in a 

vertical or horizontal position and allows the easy removal and replacement of the trophy 

item on the holder. 

[0003] U.S. Pat. No. 4,595,226 discloses a ball and bat carrier which holds bats 
and balls for carrying to the ball field and may be attached to a wire fence to make the 
bats and balls available for use in play. The bats are retained in a horizontal position for 
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transportation and are held by the handle by wire fingers in a vertical position for use 
during the game. 

[0004] U.S. Pat. No. 4,629,065 discloses a tubular baseball equipment holder 
which is mounted on a wall or fence and holds bats in a vertical position by the handle. 
5 The bats handles are placed in openings in the tube. 

[0005] U.S. Pat. No. 4,807,763 discloses a portable stand for bats. The bats are 
retained in a vertical position by bat positioning apertures in arms. 
10 [0006] U.S. Pat. No. 4,936,467 discloses a sports equipment rack for wall 

mounting in which bats are suspended by the handles in a vertical position by notches in 
holders at either end of the rack. 

[0007] U.S. Pat. No. 5,203,462 discloses a rack for wall mounting in which bats 
15 are held in a horizontal position by hooks. 

[0008] U.S. Pat. No. 5,706,737 discloses a sport shelf with a baseball bat holder 
(54 in Fig. 4) suspended from a rod member. 

20 [0009] U.S. Pat. No. 5,823,360 discloses a holder for sports equipment with a 

pair on prongs at the lower end for holding a baseball bat by the handle in a vertical 
position. 

[0010] U.S. Pat. No. 5,871,092 discloses a display tube made of transparent 
25 plastic with end caps for mounting and display of a bat in a horizontal or vertical position. 
End caps hold the tube and may be mounted on a wall. Single or multiple bats may be 
displayed in adjacent position. 
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[001 1] U.S. Pat. No. 5,871,105 discloses a storage apparatus in which bats are 
stored vertically by a rod mounted hook member. 

5 [0012] U.S. Pat. No. 6,053,340 discloses a sports equipment storage rack with a 

U-shaped bat holder hook. 

[0013] None of the discovered prior art holders fulfill the functions of the present 
invention, that of providing an attractive holder which supports the trophy in a horizontal 
or vertical orientation and with a removable descriptive card clip which is locked in place 
10 when the holder is mounted on the wall. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION. 

[0014] This patent application discloses in a first embodiment a trophy bat holder 
comprising a support plate, the support plate having a platform on the front side of the 

15 support plate, and the support plate capable of attachment to a wall. A bat support has a 
front side with a U-shaped arm mounted by a neck to the front side of the bat support. 
The bat support has a back side with a cavity on the back side. The bat support is capable 
of removably mounting to the support plate by sliding interaction of the platform of the 
support plate with the cavity on the back side of the bat support. The bat support has a 

20 notch on the back side near the top of the bat support. A clip has a clasp at the top of the 
clip, a tab on the bottom of the clip, and a flange on the clip tab. The clip is removably 
mounted to the top of the bat support, the clip retained mounted to the bat support by 
interaction between the notch on the bat support and the flange on the clip tab when the 
bat support is mounted on the support plate. 
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[0015] One objective of this invention is to provide a trophy item holder for 
displaying trophy items along with descriptive material concerning the item. 

[0016] The objective of one embodiment of this invention is to provide a trophy 
item holder for displaying a trophy item in a horizontal or vertical orientation or at an 
5 intermediate orientation. 

[0017] Another objective of one embodiment of this invention is to provide a 
trophy item holder with an attached descriptive card, photograph, or certificate of 
authenticity. 

[0018] Another objective of one embodiment of this invention is to provide a 
10 trophy item holder with an attractive, smooth appearance free from disruption by 
attachment devices. 

[0019] Another objective of one embodiment this invention is to provide a trophy 
item holder which can easily and quickly removed from a supporting wall and moved to 
another location. 

15 [0020] Another objective of one embodiment of this invention is to provide a 

trophy item holder which can be manufactured inexpensively from readily available 
materials and without adverse effect on the environment. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING. 

[0021] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the first embodiment item holder mounted 
20 on a wall. 

[0022] Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the front of the first embodiment item 
support. 
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[0023] Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the back of the first embodiment item 
support. 

[0024] Fig. 4 is a cross section of the first embodiment item support taken at line 
4-4 of Fig. 3. 

[0025] Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the front of the support plate. 

[0026] Fig. 6 is a cross section of the support plate taken at line 5-5 of Fig. 5. 

[0027] Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the front of the first embodiment clip. 

[0028] Fig. 8 is a cross section view of the assembled first embodiment item 
holder showing the clip, top of the bat support, and top of the support plate. 

[0029] Fig. 9 is a plan view of the second embodiment clip. 

[0030] Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the top of the second embodiment trophy 
item holder. 

[0031] Fig. 1 1 is a perspective view of the bottom of the front of the second 
embodiment trophy item holder. 

[0032] Fig. 12 is a perspective view of the front of the third embodiment item 

holder. 

[0033] Fig. 13 is a perspective view of the bottom of the front of the third 
embodiment item holder. 

[0034] Fig. 14 is a plan view of the top of the fourth embodiment item holder. 

[0035] Fig. 15 is a plan view of the front of the fourth embodiment item holder 
showing a trophy firearm being displayed. 

[0036] Fig. 16 is a plan view of the second and third embodiment item holders 
showing a trophy bat being displayed. 

[0037] Fig. 17 is a plan view of the front of the fourth embodiment item holder 
showing a trophy tennis racket being displayed. 

[0038] Fig. 1 8 is a top view of the insert used with the fourth embodiment item 

holder. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SOME OF THE EMBODIMENTS OF THE 
INVENTION. 

[0039] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the first embodiment trophy item holder, 
the bat holder 10 mounted on a wall 62. Visible in Fig. 1 is the item support 12, 
5 comprised of a support wall 21, a neck 16 attached to the front side 1 1 of the support 
wall 21, and a item retainer, here in the first embodiment a U-shaped arm 18 attached to 
the neck 16. A bat 64 is shown in dashed lines in place on the item holder. The bat is 
retained in place by the U-shaped arm 18 which holds the bat knob 66. A clip 30 is 
located at the top 13 of the support wall 21. The clip 30 has clasp 29 comprising a front 

10 wing 32 and back wing 34, shown in dashed line. A card 60 is removably retained by the 
clip 30. The card has indicia which may describe the user of the item, the occasion of use 
if relevant, and a certificate of authenticity. It also may include a photograph of the item 
and famous user of the item. 

[0040] Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the front of the item support 12. Visible in 

1 5 Fig. 2 are the U-shaped arm 1 8 attached by a neck 1 6 to the front side 11 of the support 
wall 21. A notch 20 is at the back of the top 13 of the wall with a lip 24 at the top of the 
notch. The notch 20 accommodates the clip when the item support is mounted on a wall. 
The lip 24 retains the clip in place (see Fig. 9). 

[0041] Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the back of the item support 12. Fig. 3 

20 shows the U-shaped arm 18, the back side 14 of the item support 12, and the cavity 15 in 
the back of the support. The cavity 15 is open at the bottom 22. The notch 20 which 
accommodates the clip is visible at the top 13 of the support wall 21. The top 23 of the 
cavity 15 is narrower than the opening at the bottom 22. An undercut groove 23 is cut 
into the notch 20, forming a lip 24 at the top of the notch 20. 

25 [0042] Fig. 4 is a cross section of the item support taken at line 4-4 of Fig. 3. Fig. 

4 shows the front side 1 1, back side 14, and cavity 15. There is a right side cavity wall 19 
undercut and a left side cavity wall 17 undercut in the right and left sides of the cavity 



6 



respectively. The right 19 and left 17 cavity walls are at an obtuse angle to the back side 
14 of the item support 12. 

[0043] Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the front of the support plate 40. A 
platform 41 is located on the front of the support plate 40. Two holes 42 penetrate the 
5 support plate and are used with fasteners to attach the support plate to a vertical surface, 
such as a wall (not shown in Fig. 5). Any suitable fastener may be used to attach the 
support plate to a vertical surface, such as screws, bolts, or nails. The platform 41 
extends from the base 45 of the support plate. The base 45 has a front side 50 and a back 
side 44 (not shown in Fig. 5). The bottom edge 5 1 is wider than the top edge 52 of the 
10 platform 41 . A notch 48 is visible at the top of the base 50. Another notch 49 is visible 
at the top of the platform 41 . Notch 48 extends down into the base 50 below the level of 
notch 49 in the top of the platform. Notch 48 accommodates the tab (36 in Fig. 7) of the 
clip. 

[0044] Fig. 6 is a cross section of the support plate taken at line 5-5 of Fig. 5. 
15 Visible in Fig. 6 is the back side 44 and the front side 50 of the base 45. The front 43 of 
the platform 41 also is shown. There is a right side 47 platform wall undercut and a left 
side 46 platform wall undercut in the right and left sides of the platform respectively. The 
right 47 and left 46 platform walls are at an acute angle to the front side 43 of the 
platform 41. 

20 [0045] Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the front of the first embodiment clip 30. 

Fig. 7 shows the tab 36 at the bottom of the clip, and the clasp 29 comprised of the front 
wing 32 and back wing 34. A bead 38 runs across tab 36. The bead 38 is used to retain 
the clip in place when the item support is attached to the support plate. A card or other 
descriptive material (not shown in Fig. 7) is retained by the clasp. 

25 [0046] Fig. 8 is a cross section view of top of the assembled first embodiment 

trophy item holder showing the relationship between the clip, top of the item support, and 
top of the support plate. The support plate 40 is attached to the wall 62 by the base 45. 
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The tab 36 of the clip 30 is inserted into the notch 48 behind the platform 41 of the 
support plate 40. The bead 38 on the tab 36 of the clip 30 rests on the notch 49 at the top 
of the platform 41. The lip 24 on the back of the support wall 21 of the item holder 12 
retains the bead 38 on the tab 36 of the clip 30. 

[0047] The first embodiment trophy item holder is assembled by placing the bead 
38 of the clip 30 below the lip 24 on the support wall 21 of the item holder 12. The item 
holder 12 is then slid over the support plate 40 with interaction between the left and right 
side cavity wall undercuts of the item support (17 and 19 of Fig. 4, respectively) and the 
left and right side platform wall undercuts (46 and 47 of Fig. 6, respectively) of the 
support plate 40. The bat holder is removably retained attached to the support plate by 
the interaction of the item support cavity and the platform of the support plate. The clip 
is removably retained attached to the top of the first embodiment trophy item holder by 
the interaction of the bead on the clip with the lip at the top of the bat holder. 

[0048] Fig. 9 is a plan view of the second embodiment clip 130. A tab 36 at the 
bottom of the clip and a bead 38 which runs across the tab are the same as in the first 
embodiment clip. The clasp 129 of the second embodiment clip is attached to the top of 
the tab and is designed to enclose descriptive material retained by the clasp. The clasp 
129 is comprised of a U-shaped bottom 133, left 137 and right 139 sides which retain 
descriptive material between the arms of the bottom, left, and right sides. The top side 
135 is comprised of a front part 137 and rear part 139. Descriptive material is inserted 
between the front part and rear part and retained between the front and rear part of the top 
side and the arms of the U-shaped bottom, left, and right sides. 

[0049] Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the top of the second embodiment 1 12 
trophy item holder. The second embodiment trophy item holder is like the first 
embodiment except for the structure of the item retainer which is in the form of a hook 
rather than the U-shaped arm in the first embodiment trophy item holder. The support 
plate, clip, and interaction between support plate, support wall, and clip is identical to that 
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of the first embodiment trophy item holder. Fig. 10 shows the second embodiment trophy 
item holder 112. Fig. 10 shows a support wall 21, the top 13 of the support wall, a neck 
116, hook-shaped arm 1 18 attached to the neck 116. The hook-shaped arm 1 18 has a top 
side 180, and a right side 182, a left side (not visible in Fig. 10), both sides attached by 
5 one edge to edges of the top side 180. An end 184 is attached to the ends of the top, right 
side, and left side. 

[0050] Fig. 1 1 is a perspective view of the bottom of the front of the second 
embodiment 1 12 trophy item holder. This view makes clear that the hook-shaped arm 
1 18 is comprised of a left side 186, right side 182, and top 180 and an end 184 which is 

10 attached to the ends of the top, right side, and left sides. Also visible in Fig. 1 1 is the 
support wall 21, the bottom of the cavity 22 in the support plate 21, and the undercut in 
the left side 1 7 and in the right side 1 9 of the back of the support wall 21 . 

[0051] The second embodiment trophy item holder may be used along to support 
and display items which are appropriately held by a hook, such as a trophy baseball glove 

15 or hat or helmet. In addition, the second embodiment can be used in conjunction with the 
third embodiment trophy item holder to support and display items such as a baseball bat 
or firearm in a horizontal orientation (see Fig. 16). 

[0052] Fig. 12 is a perspective view of the top of the third embodiment 212 
trophy item holder. The third embodiment trophy item holder is like the first 

20 embodiment except for the structure of the item retainer which is in the form of a hook 
rather than the U-shaped arm in the first embodiment trophy item holder. The support 
plate, clip, and interaction between support plate, support wall, and clip is identical to that 
of the first embodiment trophy item holder. The third embodiment trophy item holder is 
identical to the second embodiment except the hook-shaped holder of the third 

25 embodiment is larger than the hook-shaped holder of the second embodiment. Fig. 12 

shows the third embodiment trophy item holder 212. Fig. 12 shows a support wall 21, the 
top 13 of the support wall, a neck 216, extended hook-shaped arm 218 attached to the 
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neck 216. The extended hook-shaped arm 218 has a top 280, and a right side 282, a left 
side (not visible in Fig. 12), both sides attached by one edge to edges of the top 280. An 
end 284 is attached to the ends of the top, right side, and left side. 

[0053] Fig. 13 is a perspective view of the bottom of the front of the third 
embodiment 212 trophy item holder. This view makes clear that the hook-shaped arm 
218 is comprised of a left side 286, right side 282, and top 280 and an end 284 which is 
attached to the ends of the top, right side, and left sides. Also visible in Fig. 12 is the 
support wall 21, the bottom of the cavity 22 in the support plate 21, and the undercut in 
the left side 17 and in the right side 19 of the back of the support wall 21. 

[0054] The third embodiment trophy item holder may be used along to support 
and display items which are appropriately held by a large hook, such as a trophy chest 
protector. In addition, the third embodiment can be used in conjunction with the second 
embodiment trophy item holder to support and display items such as a baseball bat or 
firearm in a horizontal orientation (see Fig. 16). 

[0055] Fig. 14 is a plan view of the top of the fourth embodiment trophy item 
holder. The fourth embodiment item holder 3 12 is shown attached to a wall 62 via the 
same support plate 40 as in the first embodiment trophy item holder. The support plate 
40 interacts with the support wall 21 which is the same as in the first embodiment trophy 
item holder. A rear U-shaped member 3 1 8 is rotatably attached to the support wall 2 1 by 
a rotating fastener 320. The rear U-shaped member 318 may be rotated about the fastener 
320 which then may be used to secure the rear U-shaped member 318 in any position with 
respect to the support wall 21. A front U-shaped member 322 is removably attached to 
the rear U-shaped member 3 1 8 by a left fastener 328 and a right fastener 324. Removal 
or loosening of the fasteners allows removal of the front U-shaped member to facilitate 
attachment of a trophy item to the fourth embodiment item holder. The front sides of the 
U-shaped members are rectangular or square in shape, as is shown in Figs. 15 and 17. 
The fasteners are any suitable strong removable fasteners, such as screws, bolts, or pins. 
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[0056] Fig. 1 5 is a plan view of the front of the fourth embodiment item holder 
showing a trophy firearm being displayed. The fourth embodiment item holder 3 12 is 
attached to the wall 62 and the firearm 350 is retained by the adjustment screw 326 
between the front U-shaped member 322 and the rear U-shaped member (not shown in 
5 Fig. 1 5). Note that in Fig. 1 5 the rear U-shaped member has been rotated about the 

attachment screw 320 (not shown in Fig. 15) so that the long axis of the trophy item is at 
an approximately 45° angle to the horizontal. The first embodiment clip 30 is shown at 
the top of the third embodiment trophy item holder. 

[0057] Fig. 16 is a plan view of the second and third embodiment item holders 

10 showing a trophy bat being displayed. The second embodiment item holder 112 and third 
embodiment item holder 212 are attached to a wall 62 and a baseball bat 64 is held in a 
horizontal position between the two holders. The relatively small diameter end of the bat 
is retained by the second embodiment trophy item holder, and the relatively large 
diameter end of the bat is retained by the third embodiment trophy item holder. The first 

15 embodiment clip 30 is shown in connection with the second and third embodiment item 
holders. 

[0058] Fig. 17 is a plan view of the front of the fourth embodiment item holder 
showing a trophy tennis racket being displayed. The fourth embodiment trophy item 
holder 312 is shown attached to a wall 62 and a tennis racket 360 is retained by its handle 

20 362 between the front U-shaped member 322 and the rear U-shaped member (not visible 
in Fig. 17). The adjustment screw 326 and the left 328 and right 324 securing screws are 
shown, as well as the first embodiment clip 30. 

[0059] Fig. 1 8 is a top view of an insert 370 used in conjunction with the fourth 
embodiment trophy item holder. The insert is used to hold for display trophy items 

25 having a relatively small cross section, such as a fishing rod, riding quirt, hunting arrow 
or fencing epee. The insert is grasped between and retained by the rear U-shaped member 
318 and front U-shaped member 322 of the fourth embodiment trophy item holder 
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(shown in Fig. 14). The insert 370 is comprised of a front block 374 connected by a 
living hinge to a rear block 372. Alternatively each block may be detached. A 
hemispheric notch 378 and 376 traverses the front and rear block, respectively. In use, the 
trophy item is placed in the notches, the front and rear blocks are closed around the 
trophy item, and the insert and trophy item are placed into and secured between the rear 
U-shaped member and the front U-shaped member of the fourth embodiment trophy item 
holder. The insert is constructed from any suitable soft and relatively flexible material, 
such as rubber, polystyrene, or other plastic. 

[0060] The various embodiments of the present invention described in this 
disclosure may be manufactured by any suitable hard and strong materials, such as steel, 
plastic, or wood. A preferred material of construction is plastic. A preferred method of 
manufacture is molding. 

[0061] It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that the examples and 
embodiments described herein are by way of illustration and not of limitation, and that 
other examples may be used without departing from the spirit and scope of the present 
invention, as set forth in the appended claims. 
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